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Commander of Sicarii, at Magsada, descendant of Judas of Galilee of Zealots.
7 ... “Truly | wag greatly migtaken when [ thought to be asgisting to brave men who
g’rrng(ed ard for fheirglibem‘g, & 10 quch ag were regolved either to live with honor,
or elee to die; but [ find that you are such people ag are no better than otherg, either in virtue
or in aourage, & are afraid of dying, though you be delivered thereby from the greatest
migerieg, while you ought to make no delay in thie matter, nor to await any one to give you
%SOd advice; for the lawg of our country, & of God himgelf, have from ancient timeg,

ag goon ag ever we could reagon, continually taught ug, & our forefathers have corroborated
the same doctrine by their actions, & by bravery of mind, that it ig life that is a calamity
to men, & not death; for thig lagt affords our gouls their liberty, & sends them by a
removal into their own place of purity where they are to be ingengible of all sorte of migery;
for while soulg are tied down to a mortal body, they are disagreeable. [t i true, the power
of the oul i great even when it ig impriconed in a mortal body; for the moving it after a way
that ig invigible, it makes the body a gengible ingtrument & cauges it to advance further
in ite actiong than mortal nature could otherwige do. However, when it ig freed from that
weight which draws it down to the earth & is connected with it, it obtaing its own proper
place, & doeg then become a partaker of that blessed power, & those abilities, which are
then every way incapable of being hindered in their operationg. [t continues invisible, indeed,
to the eyes of men, ag doeg God ?\imgelf; for certainly it ia not itgelf geen while it ig in the body;
for it ig there after an invigible manner, & when it ig freed from it; it ie atill not geen.
It ig thie soul which hath one nature, an incorruptible one also; but yet it is the cauge of the
change that ig made in the body; for whateoever it be which the goul toucheg, that lives &
flourigheg; from whateoever it i¢ removed, that withere away & dieg; euch a degree ig there
in it of immortality. Let me produce the state of sleep ag a most evident demonstration of
the truth of what | ay; wherein goule, when the body doeg not digtract them, have the
sweetegt rest depending on themselveg, & conversing with God, by their alliance to him;
they then go everywhere & foretell many futuritieg beforehand. ...why are we afraid of death,
uuhﬂLje we are pleaged with the rest that we have in gleep? ...how abgurd a thing ig it to
ﬁt}n‘gue after liberty while we are alive, yet to envy it to ourselveg where it will be eternall

e, therefore, who have been brought l(lf in a digcipline of our own, ought to become an
example to otherg of our readinesg to die. ...Indian philogo?hg concerning life after death...
are not we, therefore, ashamed to have lower notiong than the Indiang?
..eircumgtanceg we are now in ouﬁfn‘ to be an inducement to ug to bear such calamity
courageougly, since it ig by the will of God, & bg necessity, that we are to die;
for it now appears that God hath made such a decree against the whole Jewish nation,
that we are to be deprived of this life which (he knew) we would not make a due use of.
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for do not you aseribe the occagion of our pregent condition to yourgelves, nor think the
Romang are the true occagion that thie war we have had with them i become o
destructive to ug all: these things have not come to pass by their power,

but a more powerful cause hath intervened, & made ug afford them

an occagion of their aprearing to be conquerors over us.

What Roman weapong, | pray you, were thoge by which the Jews at Caesarea were glain?
On the contrary, when they were no way digFoged to rebel but were all the while keeping
their 7th day festival, & dig not g0 much ag [ift up their handg againet the citizens o
Caegarea, yet did those citizeng run upon them in great crowds, & cut their throats,

& the throatg of their wiveg & children, & thig uuh‘%owL any regard to the Romang
themgelveg, who never took us for their enemies till we revolted from them. But some
may be ready to gay, that truly the people of Caegarea had alwayg quarrel against thoge
that lived among them, & that when an opportunity offered iteelf, ’rhgy only eatigfied the old
rancor they had againgt them. What then chall we gay to those of Seythopolis, who
ventured to wage war with ug on account of the Greeke? Nor did they do it by way of
revenge upon the Romang, when they acted in concert with our countrymen.

Wherefore you eee how litte our good-will & fidelity to them profiled g, while they were
alain, they & their whole familieg, after the most inhumane manner, which wag all the
requital that wae made them for the agsictance they had afforded the others; for that

very same destruction which they had prevented from falling upon the others did they suffer
themgelveg from them, ag if they had been ready to be the actore againgt them. [t would
be too long for me to speak at thig time of every degtruction brouggxL upon ug; for you
cannot but know that there wag not any Syrian eity which did not lay their Jewich
inhabitantg, & were not more bitter enemieg to ug than were the Romang themeelveg;

nay, even those of Damaseus, when they were able to allege no tolerable pretenge
againgt ug, filled their city with the mogt barbaroug elaughters of our (feople & cut the
throatg of 18,000 (actually 10,000) Jewg, with their wiveg & children. And ag to the
multitude of thoge that were glain in Equpt, & that with tormentg also, we have been
informed they were more than 60,005; thoge indeed being a foreign country, & <o
naturally meeting with nothing to oppoge against their enemieg, were killed...

Ag for all thoge of ug who have waged war againgt the Romang in our own country,

had we not eufficient reagon to have gure hoFeg of victory? For we had arms, & walls,
& fortresses g0 prepared ag not to be eagily taken, & courage not to be moved by any

dangerg in the cause of liberty, which encouraged ug all to revolt from the Romans.
.& only raiged our hopeg, while they really appeared to be the origin of our migeries;...
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