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Commander of Sicarii, at Masada, descendant of Judas of Galilee of Zealots.
7C ... Some of them have been put upon the rack, & tortured with fire & whippings, & o died.
Some have been half devoured by wild beasts, & yet have been regerved alive to be devoured by
them a 2nd time, in order to afford laughter & sport to our enemies; & such of thoge ag are alive
afill are to be looked on ag the mogt migerable,... being 2o desiroug of death, could not come at it.
Where ig now that great city, the metropolie of the Jewish nation, which wag fortified by o many
walle round about, which had g0 many fortresges & large towers to defend it, which could
contain ingtrumentg prepared for the war, & had g0 many ten thousands of men to fight for it
Where ig thig city that was believed to have God himself inhabiting therein?

[t ig now demolished to the very foundations, & hath nothing but that monument of it pregerved,
[ mean the camp of thoge that hath destroyed it, which stil dweﬁg upon itg ruing;
gome unfortunate old men algo lie upon the asheg of the +emE[e, & a few women are there
pregerved alive by the enemy, for our bitter shame & reproach. Now who ig there that revolves
thege thingg in hig mind, & yet ig able to bear the gight of the gun, though he might live out of danger?
Who ig there 2o much hig country’s enemy, or 8o unmanly, & <o degiroug of living, ag not to
repent that he ig otill alive? And [ cannot but wish that we had all died before we had geen that
holy city demolished by the hands of our enemies, or the foundations of our holy temple
dug up after g0 profane a manner. But gince we had a generous hope that deluded ug, ag if we
might perhaps have been able to avenge ourgelves on our enemieg on that account, though it be
now become vanity, & hath left ug alone in thig digtregs, let ug make haste to die bravely.

Let ug pity ourgelves, our children, & our wiveg while it ig in our own power to show pity to them;
for we were born to die, ag well ag thoge were whom we have begotten; nor ig it in the power of
the mogt happy of our race to avoid it. But for abuges, & glavery, & the sight of our wives led
away after an ignominioug manner, with their children, thege are not quch evile ag are natural
& necegsary among men; although such ag do not prefer death before thoge miserieg, when it ie
in their power <o to do, must undergo even them, on account of their own cowardice.

We revolted from the Romang with great pretensions to courage; & when, at the very last,
they invited us to Freserve ourselves, we would not comply with them. Who will not, therefore,
believe that they will certainly be in a rage at ug, in cage they can take ug alive? Migerable wil
then be the young men who will be gtrong enough in their bodieg to gugtain many tormentg!
Migerable algo wﬁl be those of elder yearg, who will not be able to bear thoge cagfamiﬁeg which
young men might eustain! One man will be obliged to hear the voice of hig son implore hel
of hig father, when hig hands are bound. But certainly our hands are still at liberty, & have a
aword in them; let them then be subservient to us in our glorious design; let ug die before we
become glaveg under our enemieg, & let ug go out of the world, together with our children &
our wives, in a state of freedom. ...God himself hath brought this necessity upon us;
while the Romang degire the contrary...
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|...ag Eleazar wag proceeding on in thig exhortation,

they all cut him off short, & made haste to do the work,

ag full of an unconquerable ardor of mind, & moved with a demoniacal fury.

So they went their wayg, ag one still endeavoring to be before another, & ag thinking that
thig eagernege would be a demonstration of their courage & good conduct, if they could
avoid appearing in the lagt clags; so great was the zeal they were in to slay their wives

& children, & themgelves also! Nor indeed, when they came to the work iteelf, did their
courage fail them, ag one might imagine it would have done, but they then held fagt the
game regolution, without wavering, which they had upon the hearing of Eleazar’e ggech,
while yet every one of them still retained the natural pasgion of love to themgelves

their Eamilieg, ecauge the reagoning they went upon appeared to them to be very just,
even with regard to thoge that were dearegt to them;...everyone of them despatche

his dearest relations. Miserable men indeed were they! Whoge distress forced them
to slay their own wives & children with their own hands, as the lightest of those
evils that were before them. ...they presently laid all they had upon aheap, & set fire to it.
They then choge [O men by lot out of them to glay all ’Hme rest;...they made the same
rule for casting lote for themeelveg, that he whose lot it was should first kill the other nine,
& after all should kill himself. ...when he perceived that they were all glain, he set fire
to the place, & with the great force of his hand ran his sword entirely through himself,....
So these people died with this intention, that they would not leave so much as

one goul among them all alive to be subject to the Romans.

Yet wag there an ancient woman,

& another who wag of kin to Eleazar, & superior to most women in prudence

& learning, with 5 children, who had concealed themgelveg in eaverns under ground,
& had carried water thither for their drink, & were hidden...

Those others were 960 in number, the women & children being withal included

in that computation. This ealamitous slaughter was made on the [5th day of the
month of Xanthicus (Nisan).

2. ...the Romang,...expected they should be fought in the morning, when, accordingly,
they put on their armor, & laid bridges of planks upon their ladderg from the banks,

to make an ageault upon the fortresg,...So ’rhegzwere at alogs to quess at what

had happened. ...the women heard thig noise, & came out of their under-ground cavern,
& informed the Romang what had been done, ag it wag done, & the 2nd of them
clearly described all both what wag said & what wag done,
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