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6 ... neither did Eleazar once think of flying away, nor permit any one else to do o;

when he gaw their wall burned down by fire, & could devige no other way of escaping,

or room for further courage & getting before their eyes what the Romang would do to them,
their children, & wiveg, if they got them into their power, he congulted about having them

all glain. ...he judged thig to be the best thing they could do in pregent circumetances,

he gathered the mogt courageoug of hig companiong together, & encouraged them to

take that course by a speech which he made to them in the manner following:

“Since we, long ago, my generoug friende regolved never to be servants to the Romans,
nor any other than to God himgelf, who alone ig the true & just Lord of mankind,

the time i¢ now come that obligeg ug to make that resolution true in practice.

Let ug not at thig time bring a reproach upon ourselves for gelf-contradiction, while we
formerly would not undergo glavery, though it were then without danger, but mugt now,
together with slavery, choose such punishments aleo ag are intolerable; [ mean thig,

upon the suppogition that the Romang once reduced ug under their power while we

are alive. We were the very first that revolted from them, & we are the lagt that fight
againgt them; & [ cannot but esteem it ag a favor that God hath granted us, that it ie

till in our power to die bravely, & in a state of freedom, which hath not been the cage
of otherg, who were conquered unexpectedly. [t ig very plain that we ghall be taken within

a day’e time; but it ig otill an eligible thing to die after a glorious manner, together with
our dearegt friendg. Thig ie what our enemieg themgelves cannot by any meang hinder,
although they be very degiroug to take ug alive. Nor can we propoge to ourselves any more
to fight them, and beat them. [+ had been proper indeed for ug to have conjectured at the
purpose of God much gooner, & at the very first, when we were go desirous of defending
our liberty, and when we received such gore treatment from one another, and worse
treatment from our enemieg, and to have been gengible that the eame God, who had of old
taken the Jewigh nation into hig favor, had now condemned them to destruction;
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for had he either continued favorable, or been but in a leaser degree digpleaged with ug,

he had not overlooked destruetion of g0 many men, or delivered his most holy city

to be burnt & demolished by our enemies. To be sure we weakly hoped to have pregerved

ourselveg alone, still in a gtate of freedom, ag if we had been guilty of no sing ourgelves

againgf God, nor been partnerg with...otherg; we also taught other men to preserve their

liberty. Wherefore, congider how God hath convinced ug that our hopeg were in vain,

bﬁ bringing such digtregs upon ug in the degperate state we are now in, & which is beyond

all our expectationg; for the nature of thig fortrese which wag in itself unconquerable,

hath not proved a meang of our deliverance; and even while we have still great abundance

of food, and a great quantity of armg, & other nececearies more than we want, we are

openly deprived by God himself of all hope of deliverance; for that fire which wag driven

upon our enemies did not of ite own accord turn back upon the wall which we had built;

this wag the effect of God’s ama;er againgt ug for our manifold sing, which we have been
uilty of in a most ingolent and extravagant manner with regard to our own countrymen;

the punishmente of which let ug not receive from the Romang, but from God himeelf,

ag executed by our own handg; for these will be more moderate than the other.

Let our wiveg die before they are abused, our children before they have tagted glavery;

& affer we have glain them, et ug bestow that glorious benefit upon one another mutually,

& pregerve ourgelveg in freedom, ag an excellent funeral monument. ... first let ug

destroy our money & the fortregs by fire; for [ am well ageured this will be great grief to

the Romang, that they shall not be able to geize on our bodieg, & chall fall of our wealth

aleo; & gpare nothing but our provigions; they will be testimonial when we are dead

that we were not eubdued for want of necesgaries but that, according to our original

regolution, we have preferred death before slavery.”

7. Thie wag Eleazar’s speech to them. ...come...were very zealous to put hig advice

in practice, & were in a manner filled with pleagure at it, thought death to be a good thing,
..yet ...thoge that were mogt effeminate a commigeration for their wiveg & familieg;

& when thege men were egpecially moved by the progpect of their own certain death,
they looked wigtfully at one another, & by fﬁe tearg that were in their eyes declared their
diegent from hig opinion. When Eleazar gaw these people in euch fear, & ...souls were
dejected at g0 prodigious a propogal, he wag afraid lest perhaps thege effeminate persong
ghould, by their lamentationg & tearg, enfeeble thoge that heard what he had aid
courageously; <o he did it leave off exhorting them, but stirred up himself, and recollecting
proper arquments for raiging their courage, he undertook to gFeak more brigkly & fully to
them, & concerning the immortality of the goul. So he made a lamentable groan, -..epoke thus:
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